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DEEP IN EARTH 

CONTROLLED SPACE 

STOOD THE CONTROL WHEEL 7409 

ON THE EDGE OF А STARGATE - 

WHERE VESSELS RE-ENTERED NORMAL 

SPACE FROM THE DISTANT GALACTIC RIM. BUT 

ALL WAS NOT RIGHT. A SERIES OF VESSELS HAD 
SIMPLY DISAPPEARED FROM THE SCREENS OF 2409. 
AS THE CREW PREPARED TO RECEIVE ANOTHER 
VESSEL NOBODY HAD ANY IDEA THAT SOMEWHERE 
ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE STARGATE LAY 
THE MOST FEARFUL KILLING MACHINE IMAGINABLE. 





ON CONTROL WHEEL 2409 THE DUTY CONTROLLER WAS IN COMMUNICATION WITH THE 
FREIGHTER, SILVER LAD’ Di 


2409 TO SILVER LADY. YOUR COURSE 
15 7N240.1. SPEED IS WARP 3. SOLAR 
STORMS, FORCE 3 PREDICTED FOR @ 





+ + SILVER LADY'S 
+. JUST DISAPPEARED. 









DID THE COMPUTER 
PICK UP ANYTHING? 


>, YES — IT GOT THE 
DIRECTION AND SPEED. 
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SOME HOURS LATER, CAPTAIN PHIL COLLINS WAS 
SUMMONED BY THE COMMANDER OF THE 
FEDERATION SPACE NAVY. 
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CAPTAIN PHIL COLLINS, OF THE SPECIAL SPA! ¡OLITARY Οἱ 
A MAN TRAINED ТО ACT ON HIS OWN. Vis 


WELL, HERE GOES — THE 
INFORMATION FROM THE 





HEART OF THE TROUBLE. 7 


COLLINS PUT HIS SHIP INTO HYPER DRIVE, 
AND SET THE COURSE 


WHEN COLLINS REACHED THE SILVER 
LADY'S LAST KNOWN POSITION — 





ON BOARD 2409 — 


AN 
HE 
аж 
АҚЫ 
ӘР ӘУ EMERGENCY WARNING -— ALL 


SHIPS ТО AVOID THE FOLLOWING 
TRIANGLE OF CO-ORDINATES . . . 
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THE SHIP'S GYROSTABILIZERS WENT HAYWIRE— 


"5 NO WAY OF HOLDING THE SHI 
'OLLIDE WITH THAT ASTEROID. 








THE CRAFT BOUNCED UNCONTROLLABLY OVER THE WRECKAGE 


VOI 
ATMOSPHERE. LIFE SUPPORT NECESSARY. PS 








ONCE THE SHIP HAD SETTLED — COLLINS JETTED ACROSS TO THE NEAREST 


SPACESHIP. 











THE POWER SOURCE MUST BE 
AT THE CENTRE OF THE 

ASTEROID BECAUSE THERE 
WAS A STRONG MAGNETIC 
FIELD ROUND THE ASTEROID. 









THIS IS THE CANOPY FROM AN OLD 


B> х/ CRUISER. SOMEBODY'S BEEN «Ф 
STRIPPING DOWN THE SPACESHIPS 
AND USING BITS FOR HYDROPONIC 
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KILL THE SCUM! IT ISN'T 
TAKING US THIS TIME. 





= WHAT ARE THEY ON ABOUT? 
| 


THIS IS T MUCI . 
IT'S TIME FOR ACTION. 











THE ATTACKERS BEGAN TO STAGGER AND THE FIRING CEASED. 


THEY CAN'T BREATHE, BUT THERE ) © 
SHOULD BE ENOUGH OXYGEN 
FROM THE HYDROPONICS ROOM. 





А LASER BEAM FRACTURED. 


AN OXYGEN т) 
Z, 





AIR CAME FLOODING BACK ONCE — 
COLLINS HAD REPAIRED THE PIPE. 34 
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VARDA — WE DON'T KNOW 
MUCH ABOUT IT, BUT THIS IS ONE 
OF THEIR ASTEROIDS. WN 
m 





VM LIEUTENANT JEFFERSON, BY THE WAY, THIS IS AN 
á 'EROID WITH SOME SORT OF FORCE FIELD WHICH 
E 





NICKNAMED “ NIBBLER ” COMES EVERY J 
SO OFTEN AND INGESTSALLTHE <4 
SHIPS. THE LAST TIME IT TOOK ALL THE 


| DON’T UNDERSTAND. 


Y Ж В ; 
|... В ; 
Vente LOOK OUT THERE! A COLLECTION 
Д — POINT. A SPACESHIP, WHICH WE'VE 
ESA 
! 
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SURELY IF WE CAN LINK UP THE 2 


ENERGY SOURCES OF THE 
М | SHIPS, THE COMBINED ENERGY MIGHT 
ШЕТ US OFF THE ASTEROID. 
> 
YET THIS NIBBLER CAN GET AWAY. IT MAYBE . .. WE'D HAVE TO USE THE 
MUST BE A QUESTION OF POWER. I BIGGEST CRAFT SO WE CAN ALLGET 
SI WANT A LOOK OUTSIDE. g ] 





7 {ON BOARD. р 
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FIGHTING AGAINST TIME, THE CREW MEMBERS LINKED UP THE POWER SOURCES TO ONE OF. - 
THE BIGGEST FREIGHTERS. ше Жасы Sees 


NZ Z A 22) 


AS THE CREW SCRAMBLED ABOARD THE FREIGHTER, THE "-NIBBLER " STARTED ITS WORK: 


т” 





ALL ENERGY LINKS FUNCTIONING — б 
TEN SECONDS TO CONTACT. Ш 
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AS THE NIBBLER CHEWED IT WAY CLOSER TO THE FREIGHTER, ALL THE POWER POURED 
ALONG THE CABLES. ΕΓ - Za ET 


τα 





ША MAXIMUM POWER — OPEN THROTTLES! 
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VARDA KILLERS TRIED TO SEVER THE CABLES. 
ә N Ёў 





COLLINS JETTED DOWN 
WHERE ARE YOU з : TO YE leen 


GOING OUT ТО LOOK AT THE 
Ма, NIBBLER. THERE'S NO ONE ON IT AT 


== 


1 MUST FIND OUT WHERE J 


= 
/ PP. КОО THIS CRAFT COMES FROM, 
55 ¡ 
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ITS JAWS ARE HUGE . . . IT MUST 
USE A LOT OF ENERGY. 





А AN ATOMIC MELTING UNIT — IN FULL ж, VA 
PRODUCTION. ЖЯ Ж 54 e 
Ко 2 ә 
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THE JAWS ARE CLOSINI 





w — — 
< THE TAIL... АМО І KNOW А WAY 


TO SLOW ТН THING DOWN. ©» 


THAT'S THE FURNACE SHUT 
OFF! RAPID COOLING SHOULD 
CAUSE THE FURNACE WALL ТО 

CRACK — THEN SOMETHING 








THE SUPERHEATED ALLOY FURNACE WALL CRACKED AS THE CONSTITUENT METALS ў 
CONTRACTED AT DIFFERING TEMPERATURES. A ші 
E x A _ 


WILL BE TOO CONCERNED TO NOTICE 
ME. AND "Ц GET OUT. Ὢ 


ALARMS SHRILLED AND THE VARDA 
RETURNED TO THE NIBBLER. 


MALFUNCTION — 
RETURN TO THE 





IN THE CONFUSION, 
COLLINS SLIPPED 
AWAY 


WE'LL FOLLOW THE NIBBLER. IT'S BADLY 
DAMAGED SO IT WILL HAVE TO RETURN UNDER ANTI-SENSOR SHROUDS THE 
E FREIGHTER FOLLOWED THE NIBBLER. 
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MANY SPACIALS LATER - ГІП | 
COMP — GIVE A —— 
DOWN ON PLANET. 
и A: 
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MALFUNCTION! WE MUST HAVE DAMAGED 
THE ION CONDENSER TUBES WHEN WE 
PULLED OFF THE ASTEROID — WE'VE NO 
ATTITUDE CORRECTORS. 








ALIEN CRAFT IN SECTOR 
2-ZERO — INVESTIGATE. 








С „Г THE FLEET LEADER 
М EAGERLY AWAITS YOU. са 
ὃ 5 т 


Қ FLEET LEADER? THEY MUST BE BUILDING AN 
5 ATTACK FORCE — WHY? 





| >» м THEY'RE 
“=z 


ACTUALLY TAKING US INSIDE. 








| AS YOU CAN SEE — WE DONT 
L HAVE THE LATEST METHODS OF 
[7 ASSEMBLY. THE RADIATION 
LEVELS ARE FATALTO US... SO. Y S 
[>] | USE INFERIOR BEINGS. 





THANKS TO THEIR EXPENDABILITY, | 
HAVE THE STRONGEST WARFLEET IN THE GALAXY. 
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MY GREATEST TRIUMPH — АМ 
PROVED VESSEL FOR COLLECTING 
MY RAW MATERIALS. YOU HAVE 

ALREADY MET MY OLD ONE, 
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| HAVE SELECTED THIS TASK FOR YOU... -THE 
HEAT IS INTENSE — IF YOU DON'T WORK, I'LL 
5 PUT YOU IN THE FURNACE AS FUEL. 


Я ΜΝ 7 
AF YOU REFUSE TO WORK, 
Ka INCREASE THE HEAT. 
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MA 
THIS FREIGHTER HAS A LOAD OF AGRICULTURAL 
VEHICLES ON BOARD — GET THEM OUT. WE'RE 
GOING TO FIND OUT WHAT'S HAPPENED! ТЕЗ 
— — 


una 
аман. 








THE ODD COLLECTION OF VEHICLES RUMBLED ONTO THE VARDA CITY. 
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THE MACHINES BATTERED THEIR WAY INTO THE CITY. — 
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THE DIGGING MACHINE SEVERED THE MAIN 
POWER CABLE... 


THE NIBBLER'S HERE 


ай RE PULLING * 





HOW CAN WE STOP IT — ў 
‘WE'LL ALL BE KILLED. 
THE ONLY. THING THAT 


WILL STOP A ΝΙΒΒΙΕΒ... 








HED THE GIANT NIBBLER. => = 
THEY REAC IBBLER.-] 777, 
— 


YOU MEN GET DOWN WHIL: 


ST A 
! CAUSE A BIT OF A DISTURBANCE. 








THEY FOUGHT THEIR WAY TO THE ENTRY PORT — 


VARDON SAID THIS MARK ll WAS AN 
IMPROVED VERSION — LET'S TRY IT OUT ў 
=; 





48 
ΤΗΕ MEN BOARDED ΤΗΕ NIBBLER. ANTI-GRAV MOTORS — ON! COME ON, 
P ae ШҚ NIBBLER, GET оҥ THE GROUND. 
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A DEFOLIATOR KEPT UP A FUTILE CHALLENGE. Baan ? 
т А 


2 
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IT IS THE EARTHMAN, COLLINS, IN MY N — 
% > 


OTHER mw d. 
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MAXIMUM THRUST — 
KILL THE EARTHMAN. 


FULL POWER! ENGAGE. 








4 
COLLINS BACKED OFF, AND ATTACKED VARDON FROM UNDERNEATH. 
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DID YOU SEE THAT — STRAIGHT INTO VARDON'S J, 
FLEET. WE'D BETTER GET COLLINS OUT OF THERE. 
= — 
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5 -- ο 
ΤΗΕ EARTH CREWS SWARMED TOWARDS ΤΗΕ VARDA — 





Y RETREAT! WE ARE Sie p^ A 
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IT'S THE ATOMIC PILE, SIR, FOR 
MELTING DOWN THE METAL — THE 
COMPUTER ASSESSES A CRITICAL 
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THERE ISN'T TIME — LET'S GET 


VARDON, TOO, HAD ESCAPED DEATH. HE DRAGGED HIMSELF TO THE DOOR... 
a TA 


FOOL, HE NEVER 
WAS АМҮ GOOD. Р, .. 


A 





=. AND LIMPED TOWARDS AN UNDAMAGED SHIP. 


oe 
INTERFERING EARTHMEN — THEY HAVE 
DESTROYED YEARS OF WORK... .| WILL 
DESTROY THEM — AND THEN START AGAIN. 7 
— 2 
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| ў Ж (THAT MUST BE VARDON. 
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VARDON'S ESCAPED — АМО WE HAVE LESS THAN Д”) 
TEN MI TO GET OFF THIS PLANET. 





ONCE ALL THE MEN WERE ON BOARD THE SHIP — 
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BALL BATHED THI 


THE FREIGHTER WAS EASY PREY FOR THE 
WAITING VARDON. Y — 
Я 2 
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НАТ ASTEROID WE 
WERE CAUGHT ON. IT IS OUR ONLY 





4 
THE FIREBALL ON ALTERUS CRACKED THE SURFACE, AND THE PLANET WENT CRITICAL. . . 





+ «+ AND EXPLODED INTO A BILLION PIECES. 
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Li VARDON'S FOLLOWED US... 
MY TIMING HAS TO BE SPOT ON 
: - EJ OR WE'RE ALL DEAD. 


* = 4 — 
COLLINS HAD TO BE OUTWITH THE ASTEROID'S WEAK GRAVITATIONAL PULL. 


COLLINS' TIMING WAS PERFECT. HIS CRAFT WAS FREE OF THE ASTEROID WHEN, DEPRIVED, 
OF ITS POWER SOURCE ON ALTERUS, IT IMPLODED, SUCKING IN VARDON'S CRAFT. 
x i 





THERE WILL ALWAYS BE MEN WHO TREAT LIFE 
CHEAPLY — AND IT IS UP TO US TO MAKE SURE 
THEY NEVER HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SPREAD 
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GUIDE TO THE GALAXY 
MARS 











MARS, known as the Red Planet has been well-mapped and 
photographed in recent years. Long held to be the other 
possible " inhabited ” planet in this system, hopes were 
dashed by Mariner IV's photos which showed the famous 
“canals " to be natural and not man-made. Phobos and 
Deimos are its two satellites. This picture was taken by | 

Viking 1 in 1976. | 





